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“April Showers Bring May Flowers” 

 Therefore, since we have been justified 

by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Through Him we have also 

obtained access by faith into this grace in 

which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the 

glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, and hope does 

not put us to shame, because God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit who has been given to us. – Romans 5:1-

5 

 The concept of “showers and flowers” 

may be one way to look at the seasons of 

Lent and Easter, and our earthly life and our 

resurrected life in Christ.   First, we went 

through the season of Lent, with its emphasis 

on rooting out our sin and our own soul-

searching.  Then, just as May flowers follow 

April showers (and snow!), Easter breaks into 

our lives!   We start seeing how all those 

Lenten messages of Jesus’ sufferings prepared 

us for the awesome wonder of Christ’s 

resurrection – and how the Lord is preparing 

us for our own resurrection.  

 We are continually reminded to look at 

the “showers” of trials and suffering in 

anticipation of the “flowers” that will bloom in 

our lives because of them.   In Romans 5 the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostle Paul identifies these growing flowers 

as endurance, character and hope. 

 God gives us this insight into His loving 

heart so that we may know of His victory over 

sin, Satan and the grave… so that we may 

know of the power of His love for us… and so 

that we may know His will for our lives - both 

now and into eternity.  So bloom a bit with 

Him today! 

 

Pastor Nickel 

 

Holy Cross Spring Clean-up Day 

 

Please join us for a nice 

morning event on Saturday 

May 21st to celebrate our 

awesome buildings and grounds by cleaning 

up inside and out.  Our annual event will start 

around 8 (some folks have said early is OK, 

maybe even a better), but if you can't make it 

until a little later that is fine.  No clock to 

punch, and no minimum number of hours to 

put in.  We are usually wrapped up by 11 or 

so.  If you have a garden rake you care to 

bring, we'll be mulching the beds so that 

could be handy.  Electric leaf blowers, weed 

whackers, extension cords, etc. are also handy. 

 If it rains, we'll move the date two weeks 

to June 4th. 
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Samantha Brown, DCE Intern at Holy Cross, 

begins in September 

 This fall we will welcome Samantha 

Brown to serve at Holy Cross for 9 months of 

her Director of Christian Education Internship.  

Her internship begins with this summer at 

Pioneer Camp & Retreat Center in Angola, 

NY, and after her 9 months with Holy Cross 

she will return to Pioneer Camp for the 

summer of 2017.   We pray that Samantha’s 

internship at Holy Cross will serve our Lord 

Jesus Christ as we strengthen and deepen our 

discipleship efforts and our understanding of 

God’s Word among our youth and young 

adults, our children, and our older adults at 

Holy Cross, and that the Lord will use Holy 

Cross to help the wider Church prepare and 

form another laborer, Samantha, for Christ’s 

harvest field. 

 Samantha, age 22, originally from 

Kankakee, Illinois, has spent the past four 

years working towards her degree in ministry.  

Samantha majored in Director of Educational 

Ministry and minored in theology at 

Concordia University-Chicago.  She spent her 

last college quarter studying theology in Italy 

and Germany.  Upon successful completion of 

her internship with Pioneer Camp and Holy 

Cross, Samantha will graduate from 

Concordia University-Chicago in 2017 and will 

be certified to serve as a Director of Christian 

Education at a congregation in the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod. 

 Samantha has previously worked with 

St. Paul’s Lutheran church in Kankakee, Illinois, 

and Trinity Lutheran Church in Lisle, Illinois.  

Her previous ministry work include church 

nurseries, Sunday schools, confirmation, 

senior high youth groups, servant events, and 

small groups.  

 Samantha grew up in a farming 

community that is next to a larger city, similar 

to Clarence and Buffalo. She enjoys listening 

to music, spending time outside, biking, and 

hiking in her free time. Samantha is looking 

forward to all of the people and opportunities 

at Holy Cross! 

 

He-Brews 

He-Brews meets on the 3rd Thursday 

of each month, usually at 7:30 pm; 

at a member home or at a local 

restaurant. The May location is TBD, watch the 

weekly announcements. We do not stay out 

late as most have to work in the morning. A 

typical gathering starts with fellowship 

followed by a Christian video presentation 

(often from Right-Now Media) and discussion. 

 You do not need to drink beer to join 

us, other beverages both with and without 

alcohol are often enjoyed.  

All are welcome – including neighbors 

and friends, to come and see serious support 

given to fellow members and a willingness to 

help others and our church. 

 He-Brews is open to all men, young 

and old. 

 

 

Applebee’s Fundraiser for Holy Cross 

Youth 

 

Enjoy a short stack 

for a tall cause. 

Join the Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

Youth Group for breakfast on Saturday, May 

7th from 8:00 – 10:00 am. Tickets go on sale 

April 3rd. They are $7.00 and 100% of the 

proceeds will be donated to the cause. The 

breakfast will be at Applebee’s located at 

5017 Transit Road, Williamsville.    
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May2016 WORSHIP CALENDAR 

Sunday, May 1 
8:00 am   Divine Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 am    All ages Christian Education 

11:00 am  Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Thursday, May 5 
12:05 pm Ascension Day Devotions 

Sunday, May 8 
8:00 am  Divine Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 am  All ages Christian Education 

11:00 am  Divine Service with Praise Band 

Sunday, May 15 – Pentecost and 

Confirmation 
8:00 am  Divine Service with Holy Communion 

11:00 am  Confirmation Service 

Saturday May 21 
8:00 – 11:00ish Holy Cross Spring Clean-up Event 

Sunday May 22 – New Member Welcome 
8:00 am   Divine Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 am    Last Day for Sunday School 

11:00 am  Divine Service with Praise Band 

  Youth Car Wash 

Sunday May 29  
8:00 am   Divine Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 am    All ages Christian Education 

11:00 am  Divine Service with Holy Communion 

 

 

Summer Hours 

 

Summer Worship Hours at 

Holy Cross will begin on 

Sunday, June 5th.   

 

9:00 am Divine Worship 

10:00 am Coffee Fellowship 

11:00 am Divine Worship 

 

 

 

Choir News 

 

The Choir meets on Tuesdays @ 

7:00pm.  

 

 

Dash's Receipts 

Dash’s receipts are now 

being donated to Hearts 

for the Homeless. The 

van they use to deliver 

meals 4 to 5 nights a 

week in downtown 

Buffalo is dying. This van needs to be 

replaced. This wonderful mission really needs 

our support.  We will be using the funds from 

the Dash's receipts to help Hearts for the 

Homeless moving forward. Thank you to 

everyone who faithfully brings in their receipts 

and to Lorraine Woodman who tallies them 

up. Keep up the good work!  

Thank you, Jill Carl 

 

 

 

 

June Criss Cross Deadline: 
 

Please submit any items for the 

June Criss Cross no later than 

May 19th. Items can be left on 

my desk, in my mailbox, or can 

sent via email to 

holycrossclarence@gmail.com   

Thank you. Ann 

 

 

 

 

Praise Band News 

 

The Praise Band meets on 

Wednesdays @ 6:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

LWML News 

 

The Spring Workshop 

committee has made a 

unanimous decision.  

Due to injury, illness, time 

constraints, and 

circumstances beyond our control, we 

decided to move our Chocolate Cafe' to the 

Fall Rally. This means we will not be having a 

Spring Workshop this year. Yes, we are 

Lutherans and our motto is "We've never 

done it that way before", however, we feel this 

will give us more time to prepare in order to 

justice to do this program.  

 Our next zone get together will be at 

Pioneer Camp for our picnic. This will be July 

13th at 3:00. We will have a sign up if you 

would like to be involved in planning the 

workshop. There will also be a pot luck dinner 

and a white elephant sale.  

 Please join us for a fun filled afternoon. 

More information about the picnic will be 

coming soon.  

 I look forward to seeing many of you at 

the June Convention in Binghamton. I hope 

we bring carloads of items for the 

ingathering. If you have any questions or 

concerns about the Spring Workshop please 

feel free to email me or call me at 716-652-

3567.  Karen Blackmon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women's Bible Study Group 

  

The Women's Bible Study 

Group meets Tuesdays (except 

for the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month) in the conference 

room of HCCC. We like to begin our social 

time at 9:30am with a study begin time 

of 9:45- around 11am.   We are lay led, as 

participants volunteer each week to facilitate 

a particular lesson.  We also volunteer 

to bring "goodies" from our kitchens to go 

with our coffee. 

 May 3, Pastor Nickel will finish up our 

yearly study with a lesson on the 10 

Commandments.  

 May 17, he will continue with  

Confession and Absolution.   

 On May 24 he will cover The 

Sacraments and on May 31, The Lord’s Prayer.  

 The coffee pot is on and we always 

have sweet treats to accompany it!  

Join us anytime you can! 

 

 

Care-Ring Circle 

 

To all the Care-Ringers who 

provide meals for those in need, 

Thank you!  Until you have 

experienced the love and generosity from our 

Holy Cross family, you couldn't know how 

much it is appreciated. If you are interested in 

volunteering to make a meal for those in 

need please contact Doreen Borschel at 688-

8096. I will add you to the list of volunteers in 

our email group.  
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Confirmation Sunday 

 This year, Confirmation Sunday is May 

15 (Pentecost Sunday), when our confirmands 

will publicly confess (“put a voice to”) their 

baptismal faith before God and the Holy 

Cross congregation.  Our confirmation 

students (and parents!) have been working 

diligently: memorizing the books of the Bible, 

studying Bible history and the Small 

Catechism, and working out what they 

actually believe and how they will live their 

faith in Jesus Christ.    

 On Sunday, May 8, our five 1st-year 

confirmands (7th graders) will take an oral 

examination (by Pastor Nickel) in which they 

will show their ability to share the good news 

of Jesus Christ in the course of a 5-7 minute 

conversation.   They will complete their 

confirmation instruction during the next year 

(with a strong focus on the Small Catechism). 

 On Saturday, May 14, our thirteen 2nd-

year confirmands will take their final 

examination on the six chief parts of the Small 

Catechism with their meanings, selected Bible 

verses, and selected catechism questions & 

answers before the Pastor, elders, parents & 

families.    

 Our 2nd year confirmands are: Evan 

Brooks, James DiCostanzo, Christopher Diem, 

Aidan Folck, Anthony Ludwig, Madeline Olsen, 

Logan Overton, Lauren Roberts, Emma 

Roland, Erin Roland, Ian Ropach, Madison 

West and Charles Wood.   

 Please keep our confirmands (and their 

families) in your prayers as they prepare for 

their vow “to continue steadfast in this 

confession and Church and to suffer all, even 

death, rather than fall away from it” 

(Revelation 2:10) as part of their lifelong 

process of maturing in their personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Youth Car Wash 

On May 22nd, following 

the 2nd service, the 

Youth will be having a 

Car Wash to benefit 

Hearts for the Homeless 

as they raise money to 

replace the RV they use to serve dinners to 

the homeless.  More details will be in the 

weekly announcements.   

 All youth please sign up to help in the 

Krampitz Hall.   

 

 

 

Spring Adult Inquirers  
Spring Adult Inquirers Class continues. 

Our Spring "Adult Inquirers" class focuses 

specifically on what the Bible teaches about 

key elements of the Christian faith.  The class 

is held at 7:00 pm on Tuesdays, in the Holy 

Cross Christian Center (next door to the 

church). The schedule is: 

~ May 3 What does the Bible say God does 

today to assure our salvation? 

~ May 17 What does the Bible say about 

prayer? 

 

 

 

Pray for a Confirmand 

Would you be willing to 

be a prayer partner with 

a confirmand?  We are 

looking for members of 

the congregation to sign 

up to be prayer partners with our 

confirmands.  If you are interested in 

participating please sign up in Krampitz Hall, 

or contact Amy Olsen at (716) 406-2494 or 

thenorwegian15@yahoo.com.    
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Visitation Care 

 

If you are or will be 

hospitalized or 

homebound and desire 

Christian care from the 

Holy Cross staff, please 

phone the church office 

at 634-2332 and/or 

email holycrossclarence@gmail.com 

to let us know. Please do not assume that we 

know your situation because for many 

reasons we often don’t.  We will do our best 

to visit you, and if homebound, see that you 

receive communion.  

 

 

 

Camp Pioneer Golf Benefit 

 

The annual Pioneer 

golf benefit is set for 

Friday, June 10th, at 

the Diamond Hawk 

Golf Course in 

Cheektowaga.  

Registration begins at 10:00 a.m.  

Early registrations (before May 1st) are only 

$130.00 per golfer (includes super-ticket for 

all contests).  

If you are not a golfer, please consider 

sponsoring a hole (cost of $150). Proceeds of 

the benefit will assist children of our military 

enjoy a week at Camp.  For more information 

about the Benefit (registration and 

sponsorships) please call Camp Pioneer at 

549-1420.  

Last year the quota of 120 golfers was 

reached very early. Thank you in advance for 

your participation. 

 

 

 

Heritage Home 

  

On May 29 at 10 

a.m. we will have our 

monthly visit with our 

friends at the Heritage 

Home, west on Sheridan.  Have you noticed 

the new porch on the east side of the house 

for the outdoor pleasure of our friends there?  

Our story will be “The Pharisee and the 

Publican Pra,” Luke 18:9-14.  Since this will be 

the Memorial Day weekend we will include 

prayer for our country and armed forces as 

part of our being together. 

 

Sponsor a Camper 

We would like more people 

to experience Camp 

Pioneer and all it has to 

offer ALL members of Holy 

Cross.  From family camps, 

to different adult retreats, 

to traditional summer camps.  Please visit 

Pioneer’s website (www.pioneercamp.org) or 

take a brochure in the Narthex.   

 As we approach summer, we are 

encouraging our youth to take advantage of 

beautiful Camp Pioneer, including 

Confirmation Camp and for the younger kids 

to attend the other camp programs.    

 This is a great opportunity for the 

children to have some fun and meet new 

friends, while furthering their walk with God.  

 If you are interested in “Sponsoring a 

Camper”, whether in full, partial, or any 

amount, please place your donation in the 

offering labeled “Sponsor a Camper”.   

 The cost for most weekly camps is 

approximately $300.  We appreciate your 

support of our youth! Look for more 

information about opportunities throughout 

the spring and summer.   
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Communion Assistants: 

Ken Grek & Dave Chalmers 

Francis Cote’ & Gary Andrees 

Ushers: 

Mike Zubrzycki & Paul Donnelly 

Doug Hartley & Samm Gugliuzza 

Lay Readers: 

May 1  8:00 Jill Carl 

  11:00 Brain Humphreys 

May 8  8:00 Ann Craig 

  11:00 Wendy Shelton 

May 15  8:00  Jo Corneck 

  11:00 Kristy Long 

May 22  8:00 Ken Handley 

  11:00 Paula Cocco 

May 29  8:00 Joe Hughes 

  11:00 Sue Fay Allen 

Acolytes: 

May 1  8:00 Madie West 

  11:00 Madeline Olsen & Lilly 

   Scarantine 

May 8  8:00 Lindsay Chalmers 

  11:00 Jimmy DiCostanzo & Lauren 

   Roberts 

May 15  8:00 Mason Kelkenberg 

  11:00 Helene Olsen & Leah  

   Roberts 

May 22  8:00 Morgan Chalmers 

  11:00 Christopher Diem & Sammy 

   Gugliuzza 

May 29  8:00 Lindsay Chalmers 

  11:00 Christie Wood & Emma 

   Scarantine 

AV Team: 

May 1   Matthew Wiepert 

May 8   Ken Handley 

May 15   Bill Cook 

May 22   Scott Brooks 

May 29   Preston Kelkenberg 

 

Coffee Fellowship: 

Thank you to all who volunteer. 

 

Please see Nancy Cote’ 

for volunteer opportunities. 

Happy April Birthday 

 

 

 

Craig, Emily   5/6 

Craig, Richard  5/5 

Craig, Sarah   5/26 

Diem, Christopher  5/20 

Garlapo, Carrie  5/10 

Garner, Laurie  5/7 

Hamp, Debby  5/18 

Harrison, Samuel  5/15 

Humphreys, Brian  5/7 

Langiewicz, Kim  5/2 

Lindell, Gabriella  5/1 

Meka, Richard  5/1 

Randall, Zachary  5/3 

Roberts, Leah   5/22 

Scarantine, Cataldo  5/30 

Shroyer, Maximillian  5/16 

Stefanik, Courtney  5/30 

Stefanik, Taylor  5/8 

Tupper, Dorothy  5/2 

West, Scott   5/1 

Zachau, Cindy  5/4 

Zachau, Kevin  5/4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike & Paula Cocco   5/25 

Hunter & Jennifer Dulaney  5/25 

Jason & Katie Flores   5/23 

Kenny & Jenny Grek   5/25 

Peter & Amy Olsen   5/23 

Scott & Courtney West  5/27 


